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	TextField1: Graduate Council Resolution in support of a Reasonable and Moderate Extension for theaddition of an Accelerated MA in Foreign Languages and Literatures in the Department of Languages, Cultures, and International Trade within the College of Liberal ArtsRATIONALEWhereas, the Department of Languages, Cultures, and International Trade (LCIT) within the College of Liberal Arts is proposing the addition of an accelerated Master of Arts degree in Foreign Languages and Literatures; andWhereas, the accelerated MA would allow exceptional SIU undergraduate students (those holding a minimum 3.25 GPA in 300- and 400-level language courses) to transfer 9 credit hours at the 400-level towards the MA degree, allowing them to complete the MA degree with an additional year (including two summer sessions), rather than two academic years; andWhereas, no other graduate program within Illinois presently offers an accelerated MA in Foreign Languages and Literatures thus allowing more students to be attracted to both the undergraduate and graduate programs in LCIT; andWhereas, it will strengthen the graduate program in LCIT by helping recruit top undergraduate into the MA program; andWhereas, the addition of the accelerated MA is projected to increase graduate enrollment by 2 – 3 students per year, bringing total enrollment from the current 11 students closer to the 10-year average within the program of 16.4 students; andWhereas, revenue generated from undergraduate summer offerings will offset the cost of offering graduate courses during the summer sessions in support of the MA program;Therefore, be it resolved that the Graduate Council approves the RME for the addition of an Accelerated Master of Arts degree in Foreign Languages and Literature in the Department of Languages, Cultures, and International Trade in the College of Liberal Arts.



