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	TextField1: Graduate Council Resolution in support of a Reasonable and Moderate Extension for the Department of Languages, Cultures, and International Trade within the College of Liberal Arts to Replace the Research Option with a Comprehensive Exam and Rename the Master of Arts degree from Foreign Languages and Literatures to Languages, Literatures, and Cultures RATIONALEWhereas, the Department of Languages, Cultures, and International Trade (LCIT) within the College of Liberal Arts is proposing to replace the current MA research option consisting of either a research paper or a thesis with a comprehensive exam based on a common reading list and a uniform exam format; andWhereas, presently 99% of students in the MA program select the research paper option instead of the thesis; andWhereas, the graduate faculty feel that the research paper does not hold students accountable to the goals of the program and provides a subpar educational experience; andWhereas, peer and aspirational programs all require a comprehensive examination and none require a research or thesis option; andWhereas, requiring a thesis in addition to the comprehensive examination with the current faculty in LCIT is unsustainable; andWhereas, renaming the MA degree from Foreign Languages and Literatures to Languages, Literatures, and Cultures will bring it in line with the new department name;Therefore, be it resolved that the Graduate Council approves the Department of Languages, Cultures, and International Trade’s RME to Replace the Research Option with a Comprehensive Exam and Rename the MA degree from Foreign Languages and Literatures to Languages, Literatures, and Cultures.



