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Resolution to Define and Set a Policy for Leaves of Absence for Graduate Students
WHEREAS, the SIU graduate catalog front matter does not acknowledge leaves of absence (LOA) for graduate students.

WHEREAS, currently 2 programs (Master’s of Business Administration and Education Administration) mention LOA
requests in their respective sections of the catalog.

WHEREAS, consistency in LOA is needed so that students and programs can understand academic calendars and time
limits.

WHEREAS, LOA policies are in place at other institutions of higher education.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that LOAs do not count toward time to Master or Doctoral time to degree completion
requirements.

And further be it resolved that the graduate catalog include the following:

Graduate students may request a leave of absence through their school, with approval from the graduate school dean.
During the leave, the student’s status is put on hold, with the option to return to the program at a specified time. The
purpose of the LOA can be for personal reasons that do not need to be disclosed to SIU. Requests for a leave of absence
can be submitted before the start of the Fall or Spring semesters and can be renewed for one additional Fall or Spring
semester. Students approved for a LOA will not be registered for classes, which will affect their access to university
services. They will no longer have access to campus facilities and services. Upon their return, students will not need to
apply for re-admission, however, they are not guaranteed financial support. The student and academic program must also
submit a plan of study to the Graduate School.
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