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Resolution to Recommend Approval to Rename Physician Assistant Studies

WHEREAS, the School of Medicine is proposing to rename the major Physician Assistant Studies to Physician Associate
Studies; and

WHEREAS, the American Academy of Physician Associates changed the name of their national organization and of the
profession from Physician Assistant to Physician Associate; and

WHEREAS, constituent organizations are beginning the change as well as working to change the name in statute for
practice; and

WHEREAS, the School of Medicine is also proposing to rename the Master of Science in Physician Assistant Studies to
Master of Medical Sciences; and

WHEREAS, this change will align with other P.A. programs with this degree; and

WHEREAS, this change will be in line with the most recognized advanced degree for P.A.s, which is Doctor of Medical
Science;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Graduate Council approves the name change of the major from Physician
Assistant Studies to Physician Associate Studies.

FURTHERMORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Graduate Council approves the name change of their master program from
Master of Science to Master of Medical Sciences.
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