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	Faculty Senate Resolution: Resolution to limit degree completion of doctoral programs to 10 years

WHEREAS, in SIU’s strategic plan one objective is to strengthen our research profile as an R2 institution with the ambition of achieving and maintaining R1 status.  

WHEREAS, the number of doctoral students who achieve degree completion is a variable in the R1/R2 metric decision.1  

WHEREAS, encouraging students to complete their degree in a timely manner will aid us in achieving this goal.

WHEREAS, in 2022, nationally, the longest median time from graduate school entry to earned doctoral degree was in non-science and engineering fields of study at 10 years (even with covid delays) while the shortest duration programs were in mathematics and physical sciences at just under 6 years.2

WHEREAS, other doctoral granting institutions in Illinois have time to degree completion requirements from 7-9 years.3-6

WHEREAS, SIU GA support for doctoral students is limited to 48 months.

WHEREAS, course content becomes outdated or obsolete with time.

WHEREAS, the SIU graduate catalog has no time limit requirement for doctoral degree completion, while a time limit of 6 years is in place to complete Master’s degrees.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the time to doctoral degree completion of 10 years be implemented.

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that the following changes be made in the Graduate Catalog:

Current language.
The doctoral degree is awarded for high accomplishment in a particular discipline or a recognized interdisciplinary area, as measured by the student’s ability to pass the preliminary examination for admission to candidacy, meet the research tool requirement of the program, perform a piece of original research, present the results in proper form in a dissertation, and defend the dissertation before a faculty committee. Except for the hours required to meet residency and required 24 hours of dissertation, there is no Graduate School requirement that a certain number of semester hours be taken for the doctorate although some degree programs do require a certain number of semester hours. Graduate work completed at another institution may be eligible for transfer to the student’s doctoral program, subject to Graduate School regulations regarding transfer of credit and acceptance by the student’s major department. Transfer credit cannot be applied toward residency.

New language.
The doctoral degree is awarded for high accomplishment in a particular discipline or a recognized interdisciplinary area, as measured by the student’s ability to pass the preliminary examination for admission to candidacy, meet the research tool requirement of the program, perform a piece of original research, present the results in proper form in a dissertation, and defend the dissertation before a faculty committee. All doctoral degree requirements must be completed within 10 calendar years from the time of initial enrollment the program.  Except for the hours required to meet residency and required 24 hours of dissertation, there is no Graduate School requirement that a certain number of semester hours be taken for the doctorate although some degree programs do require a certain number of semester hours. Graduate work completed at another institution may be eligible for transfer to the student’s doctoral program, subject to Graduate School regulations regarding transfer of credit and acceptance by the student’s major department. Transfer credit cannot be applied toward residency. 
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