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	Date: 10/02/2025
	Faculty Senate Resolution: Resolution in Support of the Name Change and Relocation of the Master of Fine Arts in Mass Communication and Media Arts

WHEREAS, the current Master of Fine Arts degree in Mass Communication and Media Arts no longer reflects the interdisciplinary and future-focused directions of media practice; and

WHEREAS, the faculty of the School of Media Arts have revised the curriculum to emphasize teaching and learning across, between, and beyond legacy media areas (cinema, photography, radio, television, and related fields); and 

WHEREAS, the proposed title Master of Fine Arts in Media Arts more accurately represents the program’s innovative approaches and strengthens its ability to recruit students nationally and internationally; and

WHEREAS, the revised degree name aligns with emerging trends in media production and scholarship, while distinguishing the program from traditionally positioned “film schools”; and

WHEREAS, this change will strengthen the connection between the School of Media Arts undergraduate programs and the MFA program, ensuring clearer pathways for student development and recruitment; and

WHEREAS, moving the administration of the program from the College of Arts and Media to the School of Media Arts will result in a more efficient and coherent program structure for faculty, staff, and students; and

WHEREAS, this transition will incur minimal costs, limited primarily to marketing, while creating opportunities for increased enrollment and revenue generation;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Graduate Council approves the change of the Master of Fine Arts in Mass Communication and Media Arts degree to the Master of Fine Arts in Media Arts, and further approves the relocation of this degree program to the School of Media Arts, effective Fall 2026.
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